Initial experience with octreotide in the pediatric population.
Octreotide is a somatostatin analogue that has been suggested as a therapeutic agent in various diverse disease processes including gastrointestinal bleeding, pancreatitis, hypoglycemia related to hyperinsulin states, and chylous peritoneum/thorax. Despite successful use in the adult population, there is limited information concerning its use in pediatric patients. The authors retrospectively review their experience with octreotide in 10 infants and children ranging in age from 14 days to 17 years. Octreotide, administered by continuous intravenous infusion or intermittent bolus dosing, was used in the treatment of gastrointestinal bleeding in four patients, pancreatitis in three patients, chylous leaks in two patients, and hypoglycemia related to nesidioblastosis in one patient. The clinical course of these patients and the potential therapeutic impact of octreotide are evaluated. Additionally, previous experiences with octreotide in pediatric patients, dosing regimens, and the potential role of the drug in other disease processes are discussed.